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Abstract
The study examined the patterns, trends, and factors contributing to youth delinquency in Igbiki,
Delta State, Nigeria. Particular attention was paid to Igbiki's socioeconomic circumstances,
political structure, and geography as contextual elements that influence young people's behaviour.
To ensure consistency in interpreting intricate social dynamics, the study employed a descriptive
analytical approach, also known as content analysis, which facilitated the systematic synthesis of
data collected from books, journals, interviews, and online sources. The study found that these
trends have led to negative social and economic consequences, including declining academic
performance, increased dropout rates, family distress, reduced investor confidence, strained law
enforcement resources, cultism, cybercrime, substance abuse, truancy, ritual practices, and petty
theft, all of which have negatively impacted the town's social cohesion and undermined
community trust. Schools are experiencing higher dropout rates and disciplinary breakdowns,
while families are dealing with emotional trauma and weakened authority structures. The
economic cost is clear, as fear and insecurity have deterred investors, discouraged skilled
workers, and hampered local development. Government and community interventions, such as
skill acquisition programs, religious rehabilitation, mentorship efforts, and restorative justice
practices, have attempted to alleviate the crisis; however, systemic challenges, including poverty,
unemployment, underfunded schools, weak law enforcement, and the growing influence of social
media, continue to undermine progress. The lack of effective counselling structures and
consistent parental guidance makes youths more vulnerable to peer influence and digital
indoctrination. The study concludes that long-term transformation necessitates multi-level
interventions that prioritise institutional reform, economic empowerment, family strengthening,
and youth engagement, while also fostering a culture of discipline, mentorship, and positive
social identity among Igbiki's youth.
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Youth delinquency is a major concern in many parts of the world, including Nigeria. Youth

delinquency has become a widespread issue in Nigeria, with far-reaching consequences for the

individual, family, community, and society as a whole. According to the United Nations Office

on Drugs & Crime (2020), youth delinquency is the involvement of young people in antisocial

behaviours such as crime, violence, and substance abuse. Poverty, unemployment, lack of

education, and family dysfunction have all contributed to Nigeria's high rate of youth

delinquency (Oyinloye, 2020). Nigeria's rapid population growth, urbanisation, and economic

instability have created an environment ripe for youth delinquency. The country's population is

predominantly youthful, with over 60% of the population below the age of 25 (National

Population Commission, 2020). This demographic reality has significant implications for the

country's social, economic, and political development. Unfortunately, many Nigerian youths lack

access to quality education, employment opportunities, and social services, making them

vulnerable to delinquent behaviors (Adeyemo, 2019).

The consequences of youth delinquency in Nigeria are multifaceted and far-reaching. Delinquent

youths are more likely to engage in violent crimes, such as armed robbery and kidnapping, which

undermine national security and stability (Adebayo, 2020). Furthermore, youth delinquency is

often linked to substance abuse, which can have devastating effects on the individual's physical

and mental health (Ogunwale, 2019). In Nigeria, youth delinquency is a growing concern,

particularly in urban areas. The country's rapid urbanization, poverty, and lack of opportunities

have created an environment that is conducive to youth delinquency (Odekunle, 2017).

According to the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in 2023, youth unemployment and

underemployment remain critical issues in Nigeria, with over half of the youth population

significantly affected. The NBS estimated a youth unemployment rate of 53.4% in 2022,

indicating limited access to stable and meaningful employment opportunities. This challenge

contributes to broader societal issues such as increased crime rates, political instability, and

underutilization of human capital.

The background to this phenomenon is rooted in a dynamic factor that has shaped the socio-

economic landscapes of different indigenous communities in Nigeria, including Igbiki, Udu

Local Government Area of Delta State. The area has experienced rapid urbanization and

industrialization, which has led to an influx of youths from rural areas in search of employment
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and better living conditions (Delta State Government, 2020). However, the lack of opportunities,

have created an environment that is conducive to youth delinquency. Despite the growing

concern about youth delinquency in Igbiki, Udu Local Government Area of Delta State, there are

dearth of research on the topic. Existing studies however, have focused on the causes and

consequences of delinquency, with little attention paid to the social and economic contexts that

shape delinquent behaviors. It is on this note the study filled a gap in literature by investigating

the causes, consequences, and prevention strategies of youth delinquency in Igbiki, Udu Local

Government Area of Delta State from 2017 to the present.

Statement of the Problem

Youth delinquency has become a persistent and growing concern in Igbiki, Udu Local

Government Area of Delta State. The area has witnessed a significant increase in delinquent

behaviors among youths, including theft, robbery, cultism, and other forms of violent behavior.

This trend has not only caused concern among parents, community leaders, and law enforcement

agencies, but it has also harmed the social and economic development of the area. The lack of

effective strategies to prevent and address youth delinquency has resulted in a significant number

of youths being involved in delinquent behaviors, with far-reaching consequences for themselves,

their families, and the community at large.

However, there is a dearth of research on the causes, consequences, and prevention strategies of

youth delinquency in the area. The study filled a gap in knowledge by investigating the causes,

consequences, and prevention strategies of youth delinquency in Igbiki, Udu Local Government

Area of Delta State, from 2017 to the present. It is in line with the foregoing that the study

investigates youth delinquency in Igbiki, Udu Local Government Area of Delta State from 2017

till date.

Literature Review: Socio-Economic Drivers

The study of youth delinquency in Delta State and Nigeria at large has garnered attention in

recent years due to its socio-economic and cultural implications. Empirical studies to date

highlight various factors influencing this phenomenon, such as socio-economic conditions,

family structure, peer influence, and the educational environment. Some of such studies will be
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articulated in this section. Studies by Omotovie, 2019; Smith & Okoro, 2020) examined the role

of socio-economic challenges in exacerbating youth delinquency in Delta State. The findings

suggest that high unemployment rates and economic hardships among families create an

environment where youths are more likely to engage in criminal activities as a survival strategy.

This aligns with broader trends across Nigeria, where poverty serves as a primary driver of

delinquent behaviors (Omotovie, 2019; Smith & Okoro, 2020). While these studies highlights

the role of unemployment and economic hardships in youth delinquency, it may not specifically

address how these factors play out in rural communities like Igbiki, Udu, where unemployment

and poverty may have unique local characteristics.

The study found that youth delinquency in Igbiki since 2017 has caused widespread social

disruption, including the erosion of communal trust, increased violence, and weakening of

traditional authority, resulting in fractured and fearful communities. This finding agrees with

scholarly research, such as the findings of Agboola & Salawu (2021), who argued that youth

involvement in crime significantly undermines urban safety and social cohesion, resulting in the

disintegration of communal structures and increased public insecurity. Similarly, Ude &

Nwogbo (2014) emphasized that youth delinquency poses a serious threat to national economic

development noting that areas plagued by juvenile crime often face stunted growth due to

investor reluctance and the diversion of public funds toward security enforcement rather than

human capital development. The case of Igbiki aligns with these conclusions, demonstrating that

delinquency does not only affect the youths involved but also weakens broader

societal institutions, distorts community values, and imposes financial burdens on both

local and governmental structures. The study found out that efforts to tackle youth delinquency

in Igbiki face deep-rooted sociocultural and institutional obstacles such as peer pressure, social

media influence, weak family structures, and under-resourced education systems lacking

effective mentorship and psychosocial support. This aligns with academic perspectives such as

Akinyemi & Soyombo (2021), who argue that effective youth crime prevention must combine

legal reforms with social reengineering through education, employment, and moral development.

Similarly, Alubo & Fawole (2019) emphasize the importance of participatory justice and

community policing in reducing youth-related crimes, particularly in underserved regions where

conventional punitive systems have failed to produce lasting change. The Igbiki experience
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therefore represents a practical case of adaptive grassroots intervention, revealing both the

possibilities and limitations of tackling youth delinquency through collaborative,

rehabilitative, and context-sensitive measures. The study also found out that interventions

in Igbiki include government-supported vocational training, NGO and faith-based

rehabilitation programs, restorative justice practices by police, community forums, and school-

based counseling. This corroborates by scholars such as Otu (2017), who highlights the link

between youth cultism, the failure of traditional disciplinary frameworks, and the pursuit of

power and social recognition in urban communities.

Similarly, Ogunlade & Aremu (2020) assert that the glamorization of fraudulent lifestyles and

occult practices in the media reinforces a deviant value system, particularly among

economically marginalized youth who perceive criminality as a pathway to self-worth and

empowerment. The study also ascertained that since 2017, youth delinquency in Igbiki has

escalated markedly, with prevalent involvement in gangs and cults, street fighting, drug abuse,

cybercrime, petty theft, and ritualistic killings. This agrees with Okafor & Osakwe (2019) who

argued that the root causes of such delinquency are multifaceted, driven by poverty, family

dysfunction, peer influence, and a disconnection from moral and civic instruction. The Igbiki

experience reflects this convergence of socio-economic pressures and moral decay, underscoring

the urgent need for holistic and sustained interventions that address both structural

inequities and cultural disorientation. The study also found out that youth delinquency

in Igbiki arises from complex interrelated factors including poverty, “quick money syndrome,”

peer pressure, academic failure, family dysfunction, environmental deprivation, and the influence

of social media.

This aligns with the observations of Adebayo (2021), who argued that poverty-induced

frustration often pushes Nigerian youths into delinquent activities when legitimate avenues for

economic survival are lacking. Similarly, the rise of the “quick money syndrome”, the

desire to attain wealth without due process, is linked to the glamorization of fraudulent

lifestyles on social media and in pop culture. This distorted value system has normalized

deviance among youth, as also discussed by Alarape (2022), who found that the idolization of

internet fraudsters and ritualists on social media creates an illusion of success that young people

seek to emulate at any cost. According to Alarape (2022), platforms such as TikTok and
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Instagram feed youths with glamorized depictions of crime and wealth, encouraging risky

behaviors as a means to gain online validation. As stated in several interviews, the absence of

digital literacy education and parental monitoring allows these dangerous ideologies to flourish.

Therefore, the delinquency crisis in Igbiki is not the result of a singular cause but rather a

constellation of interwoven pressures that demand equally multi-dimensional interventions,

spanning poverty alleviation, family reinforcement, educational reform, and digital responsibility.

Family and Cultural Influence

The correlation between family structure and youth delinquency was also explored in a 2022

study by Johnson. It found that children from broken homes in Delta State were more susceptible

to deviant behaviors, such as truancy and theft, compared to those from stable families.

Strengthening family counseling services and school-based mentorship programs were suggested

as preventive measures (Johnson, 2022). While it explores family structure, there is no research

into how specific community-based counseling and mentorship programs in Igbiki, Udu could

better address local delinquency issues. A study by Agbi & Udemba, (2021) conducted in Uvwie

Local Government Area explored the link between youth unemployment and criminal behavior.

It revealed that unemployment significantly contributes to delinquency, as idle youth are more

likely to engage in criminal acts. The study recommended job creation and educational initiatives

as critical strategies to curb youth crime in the area. The link between youth unemployment and

crime is explored, but the study does not focus on how local employment conditions in Igbiki,

Udu influence youth criminality.

Eze, Okonkwo & Bello (2020) research in Warri South examined how urbanization and peer

influence exacerbate juvenile offenses. Findings indicated that lack of parental supervision,

coupled with peer pressure in densely populated urban settings, leads to higher rates of drug use,

theft, and violence among adolescents. The study emphasized the role of community-based

interventions and rehabilitation programs in addressing these issues. The study discusses

urbanization and peer pressure, yet does not address how rural-urban migration in Igbiki, Udu

contributes to delinquent behaviors specific to the area. Furthermore, Nelson & Udemba (2021)

study conducted in Ughelli North highlighted the role of poverty in fostering delinquent behavior.

The researchers applied the Relative Deprivation Theory to demonstrate how socio-economic



233

inequality breeds frustration among youth, leading them to seek illegal means to achieve

financial stability. Policymakers were urged to focus on poverty alleviation and vocational

training to mitigate this trend. While the study applies Relative Deprivation Theory, it overlooks

how specific economic inequalities in Igbiki, Udu affect youth behavior differently than in other

Delta State regions.

Furthermore, Okonkwo (2020) comparative analysis of rural and urban youth delinquency in the

state revealed that while urban youth were more prone to substance abuse, rural youth engaged in

higher rates of violent crimes. The researchers attributed these differences to varying access to

social amenities and exposure to peer groups. The comparative study between rural and urban

youth delinquency does not examine how specific rural issues in Igbiki, Udu, such as limited

social amenities, contribute to youth delinquency. Okeke & Iwegbue (2021) examined family

structure and youth behavior, revealing that parental neglect, broken homes, and insufficient

supervision significantly influence delinquent behaviors among adolescents. This research

highlighted the importance of familial stability as a protective factor against deviant activities

among youths in the region. Although parental neglect is explored, the study lacks insights into

how specific cultural and family dynamics in Igbiki, Udu impact youth delinquency compared to

other regions.

Geographical Location

Igbiki is a community situated within the Udu Local Government Area (LGA) of Delta State,

Nigeria. Delta State, located in the South-South geopolitical zone of Nigeria, is bordered by Edo

State to the north, Anambra and Rivers States to the east, Bayelsa State to the south, and the

Bight of Benin to the west. Udu LGA, with its administrative headquarters in Otor-Udu, is one of

the 25 LGAs in Delta State and is part of the Delta Central Senatorial District. It serves as a

suburb of the Warri metropolis and is connected to Enerhen by the Udu Bridge over the Warri

River (Delta State Government, 2024). The area is predominantly inhabited by the Urhobo

people, who have their own king known as the Ovie. The geography of Udu LGA is

characterized by numerous streams and rivers that create an intricate network of waterways,

contributing to its tropical rainforest climate with evergreen vegetation throughout the year. The

region's natural resources include rubber, palm oil, cassava, fruits, vegetables, crude oil, and

natural gas, which play significant roles in the local economy (Delta State Government, 2024).
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The specific geographical coordinates of Igbiki community are not readily available in the

provided sources. However, Udu LGA encompasses several towns and villages, including

Ovwian, Aladja, Emadadja, Egini, Obubu, Ubogo, Oleri, Otor-Udu, Ogbe-Udu, Ukpiovwin,

Ukperheren, Ayama, Ekrota, Ugbisi, Owhrode, Ekete Oboto, Ekete Uburhie, Okolo Uburhie,

Okolo Oboto, Ovworhokpokpo, Erhiephiho, Egiegi, Epame, Ujevwu, Oghior, and Ohwase. The

area is known for its tropical climate, with an average annual temperature of approximately

28.58°C and about 204.98 days of precipitation per year. In summary, while specific details

about Igbiki community are limited, it is part of the Udu Local Government Area in Delta State,

Nigeria. The region is characterized by its tropical rainforest climate, abundant waterways, and a

variety of natural resources that support the local economy.

Source: Google

Fig. 1: Map of Igbiki, Delta State, Nigeria

 

Research Methods

In order to collect data for the study, descriptive analysis—also referred to as content analysis—

was utilised. This technique made it possible to compile information from fieldwork, such as
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observations and interviews. Journal articles, online resources, books, unpublished projects, and

newspapers were also utilised. Since content analysis presents all data in a consistent qualitative

format, making analysis and meaningful conclusions easier, it is frequently used in qualitative

research.

Patterns and Trends in Youth Delinquency

Gang/cult Related Activities: A troubling dimension of youth delinquency in Igbiki is the surge

in gang and cult-related activities, which have escalated significantly since 2017. Officer Takim

Sunday (2025), a 30-year-old police officer, revealed that many cult groups now operate openly

in secondary schools and on street corners, recruiting youths through intimidation, promises of

protection, and material incentives (Sunday, 2025). These groups engage in ritual initiations,

violent territorial disputes, and crimes such as stabbing, arson, and coordinated assaults, often

resulting in fatalities and widespread fear. The proliferation of cultism has fostered a subculture

of secrecy and fear, with parents and school officials often reluctant to report activities due to

threats of retaliation. These groups are also connected to older criminal networks that supply

weapons and drugs, further complicating intervention efforts. Despite security operations,

dismantling the cult infrastructure remains challenging due to community silence and the

perception of cult membership as a symbol of status among peers (Sunday, 2025).

Street Fighting: Street fighting has emerged as a prevalent form of youth delinquency in Igbiki,

often stemming from unresolved personal disputes, romantic tensions, or cult rivalries. Officer

Takim Sunday (2025) observed that these violent confrontations typically occur in public spaces

like markets, bus stops, and festivals, especially after school hours, escalating from verbal

altercations into physical brawls involving weapons such as knives and metal rods (Sunday,

2025). Some of these fights are reportedly coordinated in advance on social media, with

participants seeking notoriety for their perceived fearlessness. This trend not only disrupts public

peace and endangers bystanders but also reflects the growing normalization of violence among

youths and a failure of traditional conflict resolution systems. The reluctance of community

members to report or intervene due to fear of retaliation further complicates the efforts of law

enforcement to restore order (Sunday, 2025).

Drugs Abuse and Peddling: Since 2017, the abuse and trafficking of drugs among youths in

Igbiki has become increasingly rampant, with substances like marijuana, tramadol, rohypnol, and

codeine commonly consumed and sold by adolescents in public spaces such as school
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compounds and street corners. Officer Gloria (2025) revealed that drug abuse has led to

heightened levels of mental instability, violent behavior, and in severe instances, psychotic

episodes necessitating hospitalization (Gloria, 2025). Many youths, driven by addiction, resort to

theft or drug sales to sustain their habits. The problem is exacerbated by the influence of older

cult members who initiate younger individuals into drug use, creating a cycle of dependence and

delinquency. With limited access to rehabilitation facilities in the community, affected youths

have few avenues for recovery. The combined effects of addiction, peer influence, and a false

sense of empowerment contribute to rising incidents of drug-related crimes, including robbery

and assault, rendering the youth population increasingly volatile and dangerous (Gloria, 2025).

Disregard for Parents/Teachers/Law Enforcement Agents: The rise in youth disrespect for

authority figures, including parents, teachers, and law enforcement, is a concerning aspect of

delinquency in Igbiki. Sunday (2025) noted that young offenders increasingly insult and

physically challenge police, sometimes resisting arrest and threatening to mobilize gangs against

security personnel, a behavior he links to poor upbringing and violent media exposure (Sunday,

2025). Similarly, Izu Clement (2025) observed that many students now view teachers as

adversaries, openly defying instructions, engaging in fights, and ridiculing educators, which

undermines classroom discipline and contributes to rising dropout rates (Izu, 2025). This erosion

of respect is compounded by weak parental enforcement and unregulated social media access,

fueling a broader moral decline within the community.

Ritual Killings: Officer Gloria (2025) reported a disturbing rise in ritualistic killings involving

youths in Igbiki, where some young individuals engage in fetish practices believed to grant quick

wealth, power, or invincibility, often influenced by glamorized portrayals on social media

(Gloria, 2025). He described cases of mutilated bodies, mainly women and children, found in

shallow graves, with investigations linking the crimes to teenagers or young adults seeking

occult protection or financial gain. These incidents have instilled widespread fear, prompting

stricter curfews and heightened parental vigilance, particularly for girls. Despite police efforts to

raise awareness about the dangers of ritualism, economic hardship and inadequate religious and

moral education continue to drive vulnerable youths toward these practices as perceived

shortcuts to success (Gloria, 2025).

Cybercrime: Since 2017, cybercrime, especially internet fraud locally known as “Yahoo

Yahoo”, has surged among youths in Igbiki, with young offenders using smartphones and
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laptops to deceive victims through fake romantic relationships, impersonation, and lottery scams.

Officer Sunday (2025) explained that these cybercriminals are digitally adept, often operating

from cafes or private homes, and flaunting their illicit gains through expensive possessions,

which glamorizes their lifestyle and entices peers (Sunday, 2025). He further noted that law

enforcement struggles to combat this crime due to offenders’ technical skills and inadequate

tracking resources, while many parents remain unaware of their children’s involvement until

arrests occur. The widespread glorification of cyber criminality in social media and music videos

reinforces the mistaken belief among youths that fraud equates to intelligence and financial

success, eroding societal values and justifying immoral behavior (Sunday, 2025).

Petty Theft: Petty theft remains one of the most common forms of youth delinquency in Igbiki,

often serving as a gateway to more serious crimes. Gloria (2025) explained that many young

offenders start by stealing small items like phones, cash, or market goods, frequently targeting

vendors and transport workers through group tactics that distract victims (Gloria, 2025).

Motivations behind these acts include peer pressure, thrill-seeking, drug addiction, and poverty,

with many petty thieves eventually escalating to burglary, robbery, and gang involvement.

Despite arrests and warnings, petty theft persists due to weak deterrents and inadequate parental

control, normalizing such behavior and undermining efforts at discipline and rehabilitation. This

problem is compounded by a broader erosion of respect for authority figures and traditional

socialization structures, as youths openly defy teachers and confront police officers. More

alarmingly, ritualistic killings by teenagers seeking quick wealth and status, often influenced by

media portrayals glamorizing “ritual success,” further deepen the crisis. These patterns align with

national trends noted by scholars such as Otu (2017), Ogunlade & Aremu (2020), and Okafor &

Osakwe (2019), who link youth delinquency to poverty, family dysfunction, peer influence, and

the glamorization of criminality and occult practices. The situation in Igbiki thus reflects a

convergence of socio-economic challenges and moral decay, highlighting the urgent need for

comprehensive interventions addressing both structural inequities and cultural disorientation.

Factors Contributing to Youth Delinquency

Poverty: Poverty stands as a fundamental driver of youth delinquency in Igbiki, with economic

instability in many households leaving young people vulnerable to criminal activities. Ajiboye

(2025), a local teacher, explained that many families struggle to provide basic needs like clothing,

school fees, and meals, which compels some youths to resort to petty theft, cultism, and drug
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peddling for survival. This pervasive economic hardship fosters frustration and distorts the moral

judgment of many youths, leading them to view crime as a legitimate means to meet their needs

(Ajiboye, 2025).

Quick Money Syndrome: The rising obsession with acquiring wealth quickly, often termed

"quick money syndrome," significantly drives youth delinquency in Igbiki. Bienose (2025), a

local businessman, noted that many youths are unwilling to pursue legitimate, time-intensive

means of earning and instead feel pressured by societal expectations to live lavishly, idolizing

those who display unexplained wealth on social media. Consequently, they turn to cybercrime,

internet fraud, ritualism, and drug trafficking, justifying any means as acceptable if it leads to

wealth (Bienose, 2025). He also expressed concern over the glorification of fast wealth in

entertainment and music, which celebrates riches without considering their origins, misleading

youths to view criminality as a shortcut to fame and status. Bienose (2025) emphasized that

without a change in values promoted by media and community, many youths will continue

prioritizing financial gain over ethical conduct (Bienose, 2025).

Peer Pressure: Peer influence significantly shapes youth behavior in Igbiki, with many young

people engaging in delinquent acts more out of fear of exclusion or ridicule than personal desire.

Agbo (2025), a businessman and student, explained that teenagers often compete over

appearance, possessions, and status, which pressures some to steal, join gangs, or commit

cybercrime to fit in. He also noted that some youths face blackmail or coercion into cultism or

violence by peers, limiting their options for escape (Agbo, 2025). Furthermore, in settings

lacking strong adult supervision, peer groups become primary sources of identity, which can be

dangerous if led by individuals promoting rebellion, drug use, or anti-social behavior. Without

positive role models or structured activities, vulnerable youths naturally turn to these groups for

affirmation, even when involved in crime (Agbo, 2025).

Academic Failure: Academic struggles significantly contribute to youth delinquency in Igbiki.

Mr. Izu Clement (2025), a teacher, explained that repeated failure in school leads many students

to become disillusioned with education, causing some to drop out, associate with bad influences,

or engage in crime to regain control or self-worth. He highlighted the absence of guidance

counselors and academic support systems, leaving struggling students without needed assistance

(Izu, 2025). Similarly, Jephter (2025), a student, noted that peers often turn to internet fraud and
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petty crime after academic failure or expulsion, seeking validation in criminal circles where

street-smartness is praised over formal education. He stressed that academic support should be a

community responsibility, not solely that of teachers (Jephter, 2025).

Family Environment: The family environment is crucial in shaping youth behavior, with many

cases of delinquency in Igbiki linked to homes characterized by neglect, abuse, or broken

relationships. Atagbuzia (2025) explained that without stable and loving households, youths

often seek emotional support in dangerous peer groups or criminal networks, especially when

exposed to domestic violence, substance abuse, or absent parents (Atagbuzia, 2025). Similarly,

Jephter (2025) noted that even well-meaning parents may inadvertently contribute to

delinquency through harshness, permissiveness, or lack of awareness about their children’s

activities. He stressed the need for communication and consistent discipline, emphasizing that

many peers turned to cultism and drug abuse due to parental absence or emotional distance,

highlighting the importance of restoring family structures and open parent-child relationships to

curb youth misbehavior (Jephter, 2025).

Environmental Factors: Environmental factors such as poor infrastructure, overcrowded

neighborhoods, and unsafe recreational spaces were also identified as contributors to youth

delinquency. Agbo (2025) explained that when youths are raised in environments where violence,

drug use, and crime are normalized, they begin to internalize these behaviors as acceptable. He

noted that in many parts of Igbiki, children grow up witnessing frequent police raids, street fights,

and public drug use, which affects their psychological development and moral judgment (Agbo,

2025). Mr. Agbo (2025) added that a lack of structured social spaces, such as youth centers,

sports fields, or libraries, leaves many young people idle and directionless. Without positive

outlets for their energy and creativity, youths often congregate in informal gatherings where anti-

social behavior becomes normalized. He argued that meaningful urban development and safe

community infrastructure would go a long way in redirecting the energies of young people

toward constructive ends (Agbo, 2025).

Underpaid, Undertrained, and Poorly Oriented Teachers: The rise in youth delinquency in

Igbiki is partly attributed to the professional inadequacy of teachers, who are often underpaid,

overworked, and lack proper training to manage troubled students effectively. Ajiboye (2025)

noted that this leads to teacher frustration and disengagement, reducing their ability to inspire or
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discipline learners, as many view teaching merely as a job rather than a vocation (Ajiboye, 2025).

Supporting this, Izu (2025) emphasized that the absence of continuous professional development

leaves teachers ill-equipped to handle behavioral and psychological issues, sometimes resulting

in corporal punishment or ridicule that alienates students and fosters rebellion. He advocated for

better training and counseling skills to empower teachers in preventing delinquency (Izu, 2025).

Lack of School Support Systems: The lack of strong school-based support systems in Igbiki

has left many vulnerable students without guidance, making them more susceptible to

delinquency. Ajiboye (2025) observed that schools often lack guidance counselors, mentorship,

and career advisory services, leaving students facing academic, emotional, or social struggles

isolated and prone to recruitment into cults or gangs (Ajiboye, 2025). Izu (2025) added that the

school system’s punitive approach, suspending or expelling troubled students instead of

providing counseling, exacerbates the problem by pushing them further into antisocial behavior.

He called for the integration of mental health and conflict resolution services within schools to

better support at-risk youths (Izu, 2025).

Influence of Social Media: Social media and modern technology have significantly influenced

youth behavior in Igbiki, with platforms like TikTok, Instagram, and Facebook glamorizing

crime, violence, and materialism, leading many youths to seek online validation by imitating

harmful behaviors, as noted by Atagbuzia (2025) (2025). Both Jephter (2025) & Agbo (2025)

highlighted that unrestricted internet access enables unsupervised youths to access explicit

content, organize criminal activities, and engage in cyberbullying, while the lack of digital

literacy and parental supervision turns technology into a tool for moral decline. They advocated

for community sensitization and school-based digital responsibility programs to address these

challenges (Jephter, 2025).

The factors driving youth delinquency in Igbiki from 2017 to the present are multifaceted,

encompassing socio-economic, familial, institutional, and technological influences. Poverty

stands out as the most deep-rooted cause, compelling many youths to resort to crime as a means

of survival, a connection supported by teachers and community members who link material

deprivation to increased theft, cultism, and drug offenses. This aligns with Adebayo’s (2021)

findings that economic hardship often leads Nigerian youths toward delinquency when lawful

opportunities are scarce. Additionally, the emergence of the “quick money syndrome,” fueled by
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the glamorization of fraudulent lifestyles on social media and popular culture, distorts youth

values and normalizes deviant behavior, as Alarape (2022) observed, noting how the idolization

of internet fraudsters and ritualists encourages imitation despite the risks involved.

Youth delinquency in Igbiki is significantly influenced by peer pressure, academic failure, and

family breakdowns, with many youths engaging in deviant behavior to gain group acceptance or

due to lack of stable family guidance. Dysfunctional home environments marked by neglect,

abuse, or absent parents drive adolescents to seek belonging in delinquent peer groups, a pattern

echoed by Owan, Etudor-Eyo & Ekpoh (2022), who highlight the impact of poor parenting and

family structure on deviance amid economic hardship. Educational challenges exacerbate the

issue, as Igbiki’s schools lack crucial support systems like counselors and mentorship, and

undertrained, underpaid teachers are unable to address students’ behavioral and emotional needs,

leaving vulnerable youths prone to dropout and criminal influence. Environmental factors such

as overcrowding, lack of recreational spaces, and exposure to violence normalize criminality,

while social media platforms like TikTok and Instagram perpetuate glamorized images of crime

and wealth, encouraging risky behaviors for online validation.

Conclusion

The study examined patterns, trends and factors contributing to youth delinquency in Igbiki,

Delta State, Nigeria. The study found that delinquent behaviors such as cult-related violence,

drug abuse, street fighting, ritual killings, cybercrime, and petty theft have escalated, creating a

pervasive atmosphere of fear, instability, and mistrust for youths in societies. This rise in

criminal activities reflects deeper crises of identity and values among youths, fueled by peer

pressure, recruitment into criminal networks, and the allure of quick wealth, often glamorized

through social media. The erosion of respect for authority figures and the inability of educational

institutions to maintain discipline and offer support have further weakened the social fabric.

These trends have led to negative social and economic consequences, including declining

academic performance, increased dropout rates, family distress, reduced investor confidence, and

strained law enforcement resources.

Efforts to combat youth delinquency have involved government programs on skill acquisition,

mentorship, and awareness campaigns, alongside restorative justice and community sensitization
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initiatives. Despite some progress, challenges remain due to weak institutional frameworks,

limited economic opportunities, and inadequate psychosocial support in schools. Systemic

factors such as poverty, dysfunctional family environments, undertrained teachers, and the

glamorization of illicit wealth in the media exacerbate youths’ vulnerability. The study concludes

that sustainable reduction of youth delinquency in Igbiki requires holistic, multi-sectoral

strategies engaging families, schools, community leaders, and effective regulation of

technological influences to break the cycle threatening the community’s stability and future

development.
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Oral Interview Data

Date Name Age Place of Interview Status Gender

10-04-2025 Mr. Agbo Timothy Lee 26 Igbiki Business man Male

14-04-2025 Mrs. Ajiboye Blessing 25 Igbiki Teacher Female

05-04-2025 Mr. Bright Bienose 34 Igbiki Businessman Male

08-04-2025 Mr. Chibuzor Atagbuzia 23 Igbiki Student Male

10-04-2025 Officer Gloria 30 Igbiki Police Officer Female

08-04-2025 Mr. Izu Clement 30 Igbiki Teacher Male

13-04-2025 Mr. Ogheneovo Jephter 24 Igbiki Student Male

16-04-2025 Officer Takim Sunday 30 Igbiki Police Officer Male


